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A Survey of the Name Change fram Siyi Guan to Tongwen Guan
MU Feng-liang
(D eparment & Foreign L anguages, Tsinghua U niversity, B eijing 100084, China)

Abstract: The first Chinese official translator training agency w as established inM ing D ynasty as Siyi
Guan (the mperial T raining A gency of theBarbarian L anguages). W hen theM anchu, categorized as the
East barbarian according to the traditional bias, cane to rule China, it took over Siyi Guan and renamed it
firstly as Siyi Guan (the mperial T ranslation T raining A gency of Regional L anguages) by replacing the yi
of barbarian with ayi of translator before the Opium W ars, and secondly Tongwen Guan (The mperial
T ranslation T raining A gency of U niversal L anguages) after theOpium W ars Such changesof titlesw ere
pushed by external forces, either from minority people or from the foreign powers But the push that
lasted the longest was from the contradictivemovement in the social development For people’s interest is
the eternal need that generatesmotivation, onw hich the institutional progressw ill be landing

KeyW ords The mperial Training A gency of the BarbariansL anguages The mperial T ranslation
Training A gency of Regional L anguages The Imperial Translation Training A gency of U niversal
L anguages institutional civilization



